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I hope that all of our NEBA members had a great summer.  I know that  
NEBA did!   Our summer programs were outstanding with our First Annual 
Summer Party at Dorothy Oven Park, our program in July, Senator Bill  
Montford, Peter Schweizer discussing his new book, “Clinton Cash”, in  
August and our City Commissioners joining us in September for a forum  
discussing the City’s proposed property tax increase, moderated by the  
Tallahassee Democrat’s Publisher, Skip Foster.  
 
Our NEBA membership continues to grow, with membership again  
approaching 200.  We want to continue to grow as our influence with our  
local government grows accordingly. Our City Commission found out that 
when NEBA SPEAKS, THEY SHOULD LISTEN!   We need to keep our  
advocacy of local business with government at the forefront of our purpose. 
 
As we begin the last quarter of 2015 let us all continue to pay close attention 
to the actions of our County and City government for any action that may 
have an impact on local business.  With the year coming to a close and  
holidays approaching, I would like to wish everyone HAPPY HOLLWEEEN, A 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING, A MERRY CHRISTMAS, AND HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO 
ALL!! 

  
  Bert Bevis, Proudly Serving as 2015 NEBA President 

 

Lewis Buford, Tallahassee Land Co.; Jeff Doxee, Sr., Realtor; 
Sonya Fowler, The Empowered Office; Jackie Malone, Brehon 

Family Services; Andrew Maus & Rich Maus, Tallahassee  
Technology; Christian Minor, Barney Bishop Consulting; Jean 

Wingo, Florida Advocacy & Counseling 



Current NEBA Members 
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NEBA’s July Meeting:  

Senator Bill Montford of District 3
NEBA welcomed Senator Bill Montford of District 3 with legislative updates.  As a FSU graduate with 
37 years as an educator, 10 of those as the Leon County School Superintendent, Senator Montford 
remains active in professional and civic organizations supporting education. 
 
Pointing out how over the past several years there have been many changes in education and while 
Florida is in a good position with a strong homeschool program, Senator Montford stated “In our zest 
for education, Florida has begun to grossly over-test their students and the level of accountability 
was not where it was needed.  Then high stakes testing began a few years ago and it became  
obvious that kids don’t want to attend school due to the testing.”  This year there is anticipated  
legislation addressing Charter Schools and funding.  
 
Florida’s Medicaid had a special legislative session this year closing 3 days early.  With nearly 
900,000 working Floridians without insurance, simply because they can’t afford it, the Senate’s plan 
allots for $50M to subsidize private healthcare; meaning each participant would pay a portion based 
on their earnings.  Senator Montford specified that without the US Government funding, this plan 
would be null and void. 
 
Three things will attract people to take state jobs and move to our community: salary, stable  
retirement system and health insurance coverage.  However, with only a single raise in the past 8 
years not to mention now they are taking 3% back from retirement, 
state employees will not get a raise, yet again, this year.   
 
Senator Montford closed with a quick discussion on how to  
manage and protect our local lands.  He was disappointed that the 
state didn’t do more to back/support those 75% who voted on  
spending towards Amendment 1.  An example of the issue: Should 
the money be spent on sewage in Woodville to protect Wakulla 
Springs?  As an advocate of management of the lands we already 
have, Senator Montford expressed that the money should be spent 
on Wakulla Springs.   

NEBA’s August Meeting: ter  

NEBA was privileged to have best‐selling author and political consultant, Peter Schweizer, as our guest 
speaker this month.  As the current president of the Government Accountability Institute (GAI), Peter 
began discussing corruption on the hill, as told in his Times & Washington Post proclaimed best‐seller 
“Clinton Cash: The Untold Story of How and Why Foreign Governments and Businesses Helped Make Bill 
and Hillary Rich”, 2015.   

 
Kicking off the discussion, Peter proclaimed “We need to regulate politi‐
cians and stop ‘Public Service Self‐Enrichment’!  Currently, it’s a com‐
mon occurrence for presidential candidates to set up private email ac‐
counts.  However, why would you set up a separate server to house 
confidential/classified information without prior approval and proper 
security?  The Clinton’s have created a new model to Americans for self‐
enrichment.” 
 
“Pay to Play” is the latest in globally scaled political scandals.  Before 
Hillary was elected as Secretary of State, Bill’s average speaker fee was 
around $178,000, then mysteriously overnight it tripled…  For example, 

Peter Schweizer,  
Author & Political Consultant 

Senator Bill Montford 
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NEBA welcomed Mayor Andrew Gillum and City Commissioners Nancy Miller, Curtis Richardson and Gil Ziffer to 
a forum on the proposed City of Tallahassee property tax and overall budget moderated by the Tallahassee 
Democrat Publisher Skip Foster. 
 
Currently the City of Tallahassee is in process of working on a grant that will hire 15 new officers that are greatly 
in need.  Mayor Gillum and Commissioner Richardson confirmed that sadly the Commissioners were not aware 
of this until 4pm the day before the forum.  Commissioners Miller & Ziffer agreed that it would have been nice to 
be aware of this from inception as it comes with a 3 year employment guarantee.  It was also clarified that these 
15 positions are new, not intended on hires already planned.  Commissioner 
Ziffer stated “It’s bothersome to find out about this days before a vote and 
there needs to be improvement regarding transparency. Furthermore, it’s  
not just salary, as there’s pension, equipment, vehicle, etc. that will be  
needed for each new hire; due to the financial implications, I might say no.”  
Additionally there’s also a Federal grant applied for that will provide a 50% 
match for law enforcement body cameras.  
 
Overtime was a big budget topic that Commission Richardson anticipates  
for the current police force initially until the new officers are hired.  Mayor 
Gillum advised membership that the City of Tallahassee uses overtime as a 
bridge the gap strategy instead of hiring full-time employees and the costs  
that are directly associated with those positions.  Commissioner Ziffer  
expressed his displeasure with the City Staff’s negligence in providing critical information regarding this budget.   

Commissioner Miller pointed out that currently Parks/Rec. uses 89% of over-
time.  She went on to state “we should be more aware to see where overtime 
can be cut and decrease it as much as possible.  Only necessary people 
should be earning overtime and it should be used justly to maintain parks as 
they bring in revenue.” Commissioner Richardson was pleased with the great 
job the City Manager did bringing Tallahassee through hard economic times.   
As the City of Tallahassee’s Manager is on the way out, Rick Fernandez is vot-
ed in as the “Manager in waiting” by the City Commission and is on his way 
with great confidence to excel.   
 
The City of Tallahassee hasn’t raised Ad 
Valorem taxes in several years.   
Commissioner Richardson was passionate  

when he stated “While there’s been no millage rate increase in 12 years, the 
City of Tallahassee has done a poor job on informing the public regarding 
the budget, taxes, etc.”  Mayor Gillum agreed that the City of Tallahassee 
should bring more awareness to the community on the budget in a factual 
way not to sway the public one way or another.  Additionally, a strong  
concern for the city infrastructure, including roadways on a maintenance  
basis, was expressed by Commissioner Miller.  She also advised that while 
there is $9 million in Solid Waste reserves, expect future deficit due to  
vehicle maintenance and repairs. In conjunction with grants, Tallahassee  

(continued >) 

Keystone Excel Pipeline has been a major hurdle, specifically early on Hillary was resistant.  After 10 
speeches made by Bill Clinton, paid at to the tune of $2 million dollars, now the State Department finds no 
environmental reason why the pipeline can’t be constructed.  Coincidentally TD Bank Investment Group 
was the largest shareholder for Keystone Excel Pipeline at that time. Just another element in the new 
model of self‐enrichment. 
 
Peter went on to explain how timing is everything.  In 2005, Bill Clinton went to Kazakhstan with a  
Canadian business, to work on the global AIDs crisis.  Frank Justra, with the Canadian based business, 
wanted Uranium concessions. 3 weeks following a press conference where Bill praised Kazakhstan and it’s 
leader Frank Justra sends $33 million to the Clinton foundation.  Justra also acquires Uranium assets in 
Utah.  Moving on to 2009 Russia was interested in a small Uranium company, Uranium One.  This same 
company donated $145 million to the Clinton foundation.  Subsequently, today 20% of US Uranium  
production is controlled by Vladimir Putin.   

Left to right: Mayor Andrew Gillum,  
Commissioner Nancy Miller, Commissioner 
Curtis Richardson, Commissioner Gil Ziffer 

NEBA General Membership  
attending the Sept. Forum 

Left to right: NEBA President Bert Bevis, 
Mayor Andrew Gillum, Commissioner Nancy 

Miller, Commissioner Curtis Richardson, 
Commissioner Gil Ziffer 
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NEBA meetings are held on the 
4th Tuesday of each month 

from 12:00pm - 1:00pm.  Food 
line opens at 11:30am, $16 per  
member, $20 per guest, cash  

or check preferred. 
 

~ Oct 27 ~ 

~ Nov. 24 ~ 
TBD 

 

~ Dec. 8 ~ 

NEBA Holiday Party 
The Egg Café 6-8 p.m. 

 

*guest speakers subject to  
change without notice 

Monthly meeting information and newsletters available 24/7 at www.NEBATallahassee.org.                     

(< continued) 
has the potential to save more and bring in  
non-tax based revenue through new  
businesses, recruitment and new jobs.  
Commissioner Ziffer believes our local  
government has the opportunity to update  
how things are done with a great savings  
potential.  He stated “we can’t keep taxes  
down, but now we have to be responsible  
so this doesn’t happen next year.” 

Left to right: NEBA President Bert Bevis, Mayor Andrew 
Gillum, Commissioner Nancy Miller, Commissioner 

Curtis Richardson, Commissioner Gil Ziffer 


