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Miranda Madden, Editor
NEBA News is published
quarterly in January, April, July,
and October. Articles of interest
are welcome, subject to review
and space available.
Submission deadline is the
25th day of the month prior to
the month of publication; send
articles, letters, photos or
suggestions to:
newsletter@nebatallahassee.org

HAPPY NEW YEAR, VALENTINES DAY, PRESIDENTS DAY, ETC TO ALL!!!
This 2105 year for NEBA has started off with a bang. We had our annual elections for officers and
directors. Your leadership team for 2015 is:
Bert Bevis, President
Barney Bishop, President elect
Will Croley, Treasure
Cora Ann Chapman, Secretary
Terry Madigan, Past President
The directors are Peggy Monroe, Ted Thomas, Maureen Thompson, Kris Dunn, Mike Schmidt,
Mark Raciappa, Nancy Burns, Tom Napier, and newly elected to the board are Catherine Baer and
Emily Fritz.
Our monthly meetings continue on the 4 th Tuesday of each month at the Capital City County Club.
We have renewed our contract with them and hope that all will continue to enjoy their world
famous Fried Chicken.
We started out 2015 monthly speakers with Tallahassee's fire chief, Chief Jerome Gaines.
Throughout his 30 year career he worked his way up through almost all areas to most recently
being sworn in as the 17th Fire Chief for Tallahassee Fire Department. Chief Gaines gave a most
informative talk, enlightening us on the growth and expansion of our fire department.
In February, we enjoyed as our guest the President for FSU, President John Thrasher. A former
legislator, businessman, lawyer and lobbyist, President Thrasher was recently approved by the
Florida Board of Governors to serve as the 15th President of Florida State University. President
Thrasher outlined his goal for FSU, one of which is to become one of the Premier Universities in
the United States.
March brought us Tallahassee's new mayor, Mayor Andrew Gillum. As a former Tallahassee City
Commissioner, Gillum led efforts to enhance the local economy including the city development of
Cascades Park. Mayor Gillum provided us with a update on the city.

This month, April, will bring us the new publisher of the Tallahassee Democrat, Mr Skip Foster
and in May our speaker will be Leon County’s new sheriff, Sheriff Mike Wood. Please plan to
attend these most informative meetings.
Our June meeting will be changed to an evening out, with a Summer Gathering at Dorothy Oven
Park. We are inviting all members to bring their spouse/partner, as well as a guest. We hope to
use this as a recruiting opportunity for NEBA, and an opportunity to visit with our elected officials,
all of whom will be invited. The cost will be only $5 per person .

Bert Bevis, NEBA President, 2015-16

NEBA welcomed Chief Jerome Gaines to discuss the future growth and expansion of the City of
Tallahassee Fire Department which currently covers 702 square miles with 267 Fire Fighters, 13
Civilian staff and 16 stations.
The Chief began by explaining how the Fire Department is the
“catchall” service, basically what the Police Department doesn’t
handle. Currently they don’t have enough Fire Fighters in Leon
County to provide the best level of service/coverage for the
community, and what the community deserves. This much
needed service costs money that has to be paid by someone,
whether it be private funding or through tax dollars. Chief
Gaines stated “When you can put a price on a human life, then
I’ll stop asking for more! I have life and health insurance which I
hope not to use, but nice to know it’s there if I need it…”

City of Tallahassee Fire
Chief Jerome Gaines

Striving to bring all City of Tallahassee Fire Department’s 16 stations to the best servicing status yet,
the Chief confirmed that currently 5 stations are ALS integrated with the Leon Co. Duval Dispatch
System. While every system has hiccups steps are currently being taken to improve the operating
process.
With an emphasis placed on building community relationships, Chief Gaines expressed a plan to
increase the number of fire stations; four stations are on the books with 12 fire fighters each. New
station locations are proposed but not limited to Blountstown Hwy, Southwood and Bradford Road.
Another way the Chief discussed to integrate our community involves bringing in children from the
local and surrounding communities for fire safety training and education. Chief Gaines believes to
fire up a program with his current resources can be accomplished, and then by integrating local
businesses to stimulate renovations and growth the program will be a huge success that could be
replicated in other communities.

NEBAs February Meeting:
FSU President, John Thrasher
NEBA was privileged to have FSU President John Thrasher as our guest this month. President
Thrasher expressed his top elements to assist with a strong push to rise FSU to the Top 25
National Rankings of Universities: quality education, legislation, fundraising, and investing in
staff. FSU currently has the #1 College of Law in Florida as well as being #1 in Criminology /
Justice.
To stay on top of quality education one must look for ways to improve the academic quality
that students receive at places of higher education. A recent Gallup poll illustrated how most
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Current NEBA Members

college graduates were more productive
because of the exposure to outside
opportunities; President Thrasher concluded
that “this is why those students want to come
to FSU, because of the additional opportunities
we offer.” Many FSU graduates will receive
post graduate scholarships!

million dollars in research grants and funding.
FSU’s groundbreaking research affects
everything, for instance: 39 patents granted, 7
startup companies, ongoing work on an all
-electric ship, and more.

The Raise the Torch capital campaign is
about ½ way there to raising $1 billion in
The FSU School of Business has pushed the
funding. The FSU Earth, Ocean, Atmosphere
Entrepreneurial University Experience Program Science building is due to open summer of
which by encouraging ‘Real World’ experiences 2015.
will help the students of today be prepared to
lead tomorrow.
Another area that FSU is trying to promote
themselves and bring something new and
enticing to the table is by enhancing the
campus with a new Arena District.
The Mag Lab enhances FSU’s reputation and
has brought in world famous scientists. In
addition, in 2014 alone FSU received over $230

FSU President John Thrasher

NEBA welcomed back guest speaker Tallahassee Mayor, Andrew Gillum. While only 4 short
months into his term, Mayor Gillum is off and running with rapid movement community
wide.
Mayor Gillum made visits to two “1 Gig Cities”, Charleston and Chattanooga, where after an
infrastructure redesign, these cities have reframed what people think with innovative
economic development and creative ways to ‘grow home’. 10 years back Charleston plotted
their wage growth as flat with no growth. By developing small business flagship, business
incubator (private sector incubator), Charleston was able to create a more dynamic
community and scaled up existing businesses. They have now grown to 3 flagships with
150+ businesses developed at a 90% success rate.
Considering the success of this program in these two cities, Mayor Gillum is interested in
implementing this in Tallahassee for economic development. While it would not be as
dynamic as many would like to see, he sees room to grow the private sector here locally.
With focus being on Gaines Street as a catalyst to our new ecosystem through changing
and remolding Tallahassee’s impression as the Capital of Florida, Gillum stated “we must
sustain, build, and strengthen our quality of life through culture and activities.” This will
make Tallahassee a real option not only to graduates, but
to maintain and grow community, family, and businesses.
Additional Tallahassee community projects include: 5
acres being developed around Cascades Park, and with
the culmination of all the negative stereotypes, this
opportunity to invest in to reinvent and rejuvenate the
Frenchtown/Southside districts could have a positive
economic impact for the foreseeable future.
Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum
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Ben Bowersox, Captial City Trust Co.;
William Eichhoefer, Humana

GET YOUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL NETWORKING
OFF THE GROUND
Chris Akins, 850-345-0269, chris@acstrategy.com, acstrategy.com

Newsletter Printing Compliments of:

NEBA meetings are held on the
4th Tuesday of each month from
12:00pm - 1:00pm. Food line
opens at 11:30am, $16 per
member, $20 per guest, cash
or check preferred.

~ Apr. 28 ~
Skip Foster, Tallahassee
Democrat Publisher

~ May 26 ~

NEBA Bookkeeping Compliments of:

Leon County Sheriff Mike Wood

~ Jun. 23 ~
2878 Mahan Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32308
850-222-1608
shrcpa.com

Dorothy B. Oven Park Summer
Gathering, 5-8 pm, $5 per person
*guest speakers subject to
change without notice

To receive email notices for NEBA meetings, please contact NEBA at info@nebatallahassee.org

Network of Entrepreneurs
& Business Advocates
PO Box 37032
Tallahassee, FL 32315-7032
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