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Associated I ndustries Chief Reviews
2009 Session For NEBA

by: Jim Ashlock

Winsand lossesfor private
enterprisewereoutlined for
NEBA at itsMay luncheon
by Barney Bishop, president
and CEO of Associated
Industriesof Florida, the
state’sleading business
advocacy organization.

Bishop led off withan
attack onthe*radical left”
that persstsinopposing oil/
gasexploration off Forida's
coast. Surveysshow that
over 59 percent of Floridians
favor such devel opment to
easethe state’ sfinancia prob-
lems. But avoca minority
continuesto block theissue. He
did compliment Rep. Michelle
RehwinkleVaslindaof theLeon
County delegationfor supporting
offshoreexplorationand “for
sufferingthedingsand arrows”
her support attracted.

He said workers compensa-
tionwasAlF stop priority this
session. Withitsteam of 20
lobbyists, AIFwon changesin
lawyer compensation feesthat
resultedin$2.9billioninfee
savingsto Floridabusinesses.

Compromiseswere necessary

onanother priority, maintainingthe
Unemployment Compensation Trust
Fund. Whilenomgjor financial
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savingswereattained onthisfront,

AlFwasableto block the provision

whereby peoplecould receive

unemployment compensation evenif

they |eft thejob voluntarily.

AlFwasabletodefeat legidation
that would havetaxed businessdone

outsideFlorida. Additionaly, it
fought to keep corporaterecords

with the Secretary of Stateand away

from the Department of Revenue,
which sought jurisdiction over such
recordsevidently asameansof
boosting corporatetax collections.
Bishop had few kind wordsfor
Gov. CharlieCrist, whoinAlIF's
opinionisnofriend of thebusiness

community.

“We gave him $200,000 for his
campaign because wethought he
wasagood Republican,” Bishop
said. “Turnsout I’ m abetter
Republicanthanheis,andl’'ma
registered Democrat.”

Heurged the NEBA audience
tovotefor Cristinhisbidfor the
U.S. Senate because*“wewant
to get himthe hell out of
Florida.” Bishop predictsthat
Cristinthe Senatewould vote
regularly with Sen. Bill Nelson,
whoserecord for business
supportis“Zero.” Nelsonis
sponsoring the* card check” hill
that would alow unionsto organize
any company with 10 or more
employeeswithout asecret ballot.

Please see“BISHOP” on page 3
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Help May Be On The Way

by: Ted Thomas

The County Commission
recently met to discussthe
2009-2010 budget. Believe
it or not, after learning from
L eon County Property
Appraiser Bert Harstfield
that the assessed value
throughout the county will
beonebilliondollarsless
than last year, they agreed to
not increasethemillagerate.

This should mean that
property taxes on second
homes and business prop-
erty should be reduced.
Thisisthefirst of many
workshopsand public hear-
ings, sodon’t relax your
involvement inthisissue.
Call your County Commis-
sioner and say thank you for

thelr position.

In addition, the County
Commission unanimoudly
voted 7-0 to consolidate the
Leon County Growth Man-
agement Department with the
City of Tallahassee Growth
Management Department.
Weall hopethecity will take
similar action. Let'scall the
Mayor and push for this
merger.

A closing thought. | was
recently moved by this quote
by James Freeman Clarke.
“A politician thinks of the
next election, astatesman, of
thenext generation.” Weall
need to apply thisthought
when deciding on our candi-
datesinthe next election.

“BISHOP” from front page

“ At Tallahassee Community
College, 70% signed cards
authorizingandection, yet only
30% votedfor theunion,” Bishop
noted. “Under Nelson'shill, TCC
would beunionized today smply
onthebasisof thosesigned
cards”

Asinearliertalks, Bishop
bemoaned the statusof Citizens
Insurance, whichfacesapotentia
$485 hillion hurricanedisaster risk

withonly $2.7 billionavailable,
which meansit could not cover even
onepercent of potential losses.
Thesituationisno better for the
FloridaHurricane Catastrophe
Fund (CAT fund), which Bishop
contendsislikewiseincapableto
covering potential losses,
“Insuranceratesin Foridakeep
going up becauselosseskeep
risng,” hesad. “If wecanfind
someway to mitigatethelosses, the
ratesshould comedown,” hesaid.
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After almost 18

years, the NEBA
message is still strong
and has the same
intentions it had when
NEBA was originated.
As you can see from
the copies of one of
the original
newsletters from
February 1992
(originally created by
member David Hinton),
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we are still a voice for
businesses throughout
Leon County, not
just the NE section as
NEBA was originally
created for back then.

We urge you to
stand with us and
become involved as
a member to support
our mission.

We welcome all
businesses.
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Caendar

NEBA meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at Lucy Ho’s-

1700 Halstead Blvd.
from 1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

July 14- Stephen Stewart- The
Tallahassee Reporter- will
update city issues

August 11- Secretary Walt \
McNeil- Department of
Corrections

N\
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Timeto Reneaw...

/,/ Don’t For get To |
Lﬁ Pay Your Dues
For 2008-2009

Mail paymentsto:
Peggy Munroe
c/0 2791 Capital CircleN.E.
Tallahassee, FL. 32308

Newsletter compliments of:

Tallahassee Technology Group Inc
Xerox Authorized Sales Agent
Richard Maus, President
Copiers * Engineering Systems * Printers * Fax

1949 Raymond Diehl Road, Suite B
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

850-385-1772 Phone e :J‘
850-385-0087 FAX
850-524-3323 Mobile 'KE rﬂx ._J-

rich@tlhtech.com

Website Content Updates By:

CURTECH Computer
Services, LLC

www.at-home-computer-support.com
850.980.2571
Curt@CURTECHIT.com

North East BusinessAssociation
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