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NEBA Opposes Hometown Democr acy Amendment

The so-called “Hometown
Democracy” anendment, a
datewide” Voteon Everything”
initiative, isagravethreat to
Horida sfuture. Theproposed
amendment to the FloridaConsti-
tutionwouldimperil Floridd's
prosperity and qudity of life.

Theamendment-requiring that
al comprehensiveland useplan
changes meet voter approval-
subvertsawell-established,
open, access bleand democratic
planning process. Withthe*Vote
on Everything” amendment,
citizens, not therepresentative
they elected, areforced to
regularly decidethousands of
intricateland-use planning issues.
Thisposesauniquethreat to
Florida sbusinessand non-profit

sectors, whichwill beforced to
wageexpendvepalitica campaigns
inorder to make any changestothe
local comprehensiveplan, no matter
how smdll or technicdl.

Muchisat stakefor all busi-
nessesand familiesinthe state of
Horida

* The disruption to local
communities and the daily lives of
Floridianswill be extraordinary.
Citiesand countieswill bere-
quired to hold elections for each
proposed comprehensive plan
change-not just major projects,
but even minor technical details.
It will not be unusual for the
voters to have to decide on 200 to
300 comprehensive plan changes
every year. Inthelast four years

alone, this amendment would have

required an average of over
10,599 additional local
referendas per year in Florida. In
fact, in 2007 alonein Carrabelle,
a small town in Franklin County,
voters would have decided 840
separate ballot questions.

*The cost will be astronomical:
Every city and county in Florida
will be burdened with the time and
cost of holding additional elec-
tions to vote on proposed changes
to comprehensive land use plans.
Each of these e ectionswill be
costly and local taxpayerswill
have to pay the hills.

Your Board of Directors
voted to opposethisproposed
congtitutional amendment.

Sour ce:Floridiansfor Smarter Growth

Forums Are Always I nteresting

NEBA continueditsround of
candidateforumsin Junewitha
full house hearing candidatesfor
sheriff and county commission at-
large.

Incumbent Sheriff Larry
Campbd | appeared with his
singlechalenger, Democrat
Tommy L. Mills. Campbell
emphasized hislong tenureinthe
job and the accomplishments of

hisadministration. Herepeated the
need for aconsolidated emergency

responsefacility to eiminateduplica

tion between the Sheriff and City of
Tallahassee Police Department
operations.

Mills, aformer member of the
Sheriff’sDepartment, said hefelt

further economiescould beachieved

without sacrificing efficiency.
C. E.“Ed” Depuy, Jr.., running

Please see” FORUM” on page4
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How Do | Create an Office
Evacuation Plan?

Ittakesrelatively littletimeand
money to devisean officeevacua-
tion planthat can protect you and
your employeesagaingt natural
disasters. Begin by recognizing
thefull spectrum of disastersand
by deciding which onesyour
office should preparefor, based
onthelikelihood of such anevent
inyour areaof thecountry. Next,
writeabasic evacuation plan that
takesinto account an evacuation
route and |ocation to meet after

theevacuation. Assign respongbili-
ties, including an evacuation
coordinator, head checker, and
first aid administrator. Gather
needed resourcessuch asfire
extinguishers, blankets, flashlights,
andfirgt aidkits, and, finaly,
practice, practice, practice.
Training your staff with periodic
drillscan bethekey to ensuring
your evacuation planiseffective
whenit actualy matters.

“FORUM” from front page

for re-election to hiscounty
commission seat, wasflanked by
chdlengersS. AkinAkinyemi and
AlmaGonzaez. Depuy reminded
theaudienceof hissuccessin
streamlining county operations,
particularly intheareaof devel-
opment permitting. He, too,
supportsemergency response
consolidation.

Both Depuy and Campbel|
strongly endorsed overall city-
county consolidationtoeliminate
wasteful duplicationand achieve
economiestorelieve pressurefor
tax increases. Gonzalez ex-

pressed reservationson thispoint,
saying shefelt therewere other
areasof improvement shecould
foster asacounty commissioner.
Akinyemi, of Nigerian heritage,
outlined how hehad, through
education and experience, devel-
oped specid adminidtrativeskills
that would benefit taxpayers.
NEBA will round out its
candidateforum seriesJuly 8with
candidatesfor the school board —
Digtrict 4-Jon Conley, Jose Blas
Lorenzo, Jr., RosaFreeman
L ovett, Deedee Rasmussen and
Floyd D. Self. Distsrict 2- Dee
Crumpler and DianeWilliams-
Cox.

Sraw Poll

Thestraw poll resultsfromthe
June 10th meeting which featured
aforum of candidatesrunning for
Sheriff and for County Commis-
sioner at large, showed Larry
Campbell and Ed Depuy asthe

front runnersfor those positions.

We scheduletheseinformative
meetingsinan efforttohelpyou
makeinformed decisions. You owe
it toyourself and our community to
attend these meetings!
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A Refreshing Shift In Attitude

by: Jim Ashlock

Based on recent commentsin
the Tallahassee Democrat, a
refreshing breeze of common sense
seemsto bewafting across our
community.

Hopefully, thisreflectsashiftin
Tallahassee' sperceived anti-
businessattitude and our city/
county’straditiona relianceontax
dollarsfor everythingfromred
estate speculationtoinvestmentin
guestionabl e corporate ventures.

In*Greenenergy or dollars’
(My View April 28) DevoeMoore
takeselected officialsto task for
wasteful spending and raising fees
to cover deficits. “Weread about
budget cutsand lessrevenue, while
thecity and county keep spending
tax dollarsthat wedon't have,”
Moorewrote. Hesuggestsitis
perhapstimetoforma*“ Concerned
Citizens Group for Spending Our
Tax Dollars.” Might not beabad
idea

County Commissioner Bob
Rackleff showed specia courage
with“Let’sbe Smart About Eco-
nomiclncentives’ (My View April
14). Rackleff explainedwhy he
voted against spending $90,000 as
thecounty’ssharetobuilda
|aboratory to attract adietary
researchfirmhere.

Thetargeted firm decided not
to comehere. But by hisaction,
Rackleff sparked new thought ona
common local practice—the
offering of lucrativeincentivesto
lurequestionably viableenterprises
to Talahassee, withminima regard

for whether any benefit accruesto
taxpayerswho arefooting thehill.

Robert Douglas (My View May
2) also decried the proposal to
build afacility tolurethe company
fromCdifornia

“Weremainfair gamefor
corporationstrolling for communi-
tiesto givethem freemoney to help
them bolster their bottomline,” he
sad.

Could there be a better way to
promote economic devel opment
without risking taxpayer money for
speculativeventuresinwhichthe
“investors,” thetaxpayers, haveno
say?

For example, what if our county
and city governmentswereto
adopt a“businessfriendly” policy?
What if they weretorevamp their
growth management departmentsto
expediterather than prolong
permitting processes? Thereare
many banksin Leon County. What
if they wereto entertain applica-
tionsfor assi stance from businesses
thinking of relocating here, rather
thanthecity and county aways
being asked to put up the money,
interest free, fromthepublic
treasury? 1sn't that theway free
enterpriseissupposed towork?

Tallahassee hasmuch to offer
prospective businesses. Our
schoolsand public servicesare
very good. We have good water in
abundance. Wehavefineneigh-
borhoods. Recresational/cultural
attractionsabound. Why, then,
don’t more businessesgravitateto
usregardiessof financia incentives?

CommunitiesacrossNorth

Floridaand South Georgiaare
quick to adviseany business
contemplating relocationto* stay
away from Talahassee.” That's
becausewemakeit difficult, and
expensive, to set up shop here.
How many solid, self-sufficient
outfitsmight come hereif they
werewel comed with rapid permit-
ting, quick provision of aconve-
nient location with good roads,
utilitiesand services?

Some of the problem may be
rooted in Tallahassee'sorigins. It
becameaterritorial capita in 1824
and the state capital in 1845.
Frominception, it relied upon tax
dollarsfor itssustenance. It
continuesto do so today, function-
ing asabureaucracy seemingly
dedicated moreto preserving itself
than on promotion of aprivately
devel oped servicelindustria center.

Hopefully, the shift toward
more congructivethinking may
even be spreading to another
critica issue. DavidL. Batt (My
View May 14) clearly stated why
thetime hascometoreversethe
state’ shan on offshoredrilling.
Thecurrent surgeingasoline
prices, coupled with Tallahassee's
risng gas-fired eectrica generating
rates, hasmore people questioning
our refusal totap availableenergy
SOUrces.

JmMinter (My View June 11)
saditvery plainly regarding the
energy problem.

“Thereisno planning andlittle
preparation for thetimesweare

Pleasesee“ ATTITUDE “ on page4
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Caendar

NEBA meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at Lucy Ho’s-

1700 Halstead Blvd.
from 1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

July 8 - Political Forum- Leon
County School Board District 2 and 4

August 12- Clyde Diao- Chief
Economist, Executive Office of the
Governor - Economic projections for
the State of Florida

September 9- Randy Miller- Execu-
tive Vice President- Florida Retail
\kFederation

Z/

“ATTITUDE” from page3

entering,” hewrote. “It'stoo lateto do many of thethingswe
should have started yearsago. The Great American Joyride
has been motoring toward thisreckoning for decades, but we
don’t want to hear it.”

In aJune 28 column, the Democrat’s business editor,
DaveHodges, cited asurvey of Floridacitizens showing over
60 percent infavor of offshoredrilling.

“No amount of conservationwill solvetheproblem,” he
wrote. “With our economy continuing to demand conven-
tional fuels, and foreign producersshowing noinclinationto
boost their oil production, it’stimeto produce more of our
own.”

Hopefully, Minter iswrong when hewritesthat it istoo
lateto do thingswe should have started yearsago regarding
our petroleum problem. And can Tallahassee, after 184
years, dter itsattitude toward economic devel opment?
Clearly, morecitizensare speaking out on such issues.
Elected officialsand othersin position of influence should pay
attention to thisrefreshing shiftinthewind of public opinion.
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