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NEBA HelpsWin Reduction In County
Property Taxes

by: Jim Ashlock

On Sept. 12, NEBA wasin
the forefront of over 250
citizens who crammed the
County Commission cham-
bers, lobby and adjoining
rooms to support a reduction
in property assessment rates
that zoomed to record levels
because of soaring real estate
prices. As aresult, county
commissioners reduced the
rate to $8.49 from $9.16 per
$1,000 taxable value, which
will put $1.8 million of
anticipated tax collections
back into the pockets of
property owners.

NEBA teamed with Citi-
zens for Property Tax Relief
to rally the citizen outcry.
CPTR was formed by Stephen
Hogge, a legidative staff
attorney, who saw the impact
of the bloated tax collections
and declared some of the
windfall should be returned to
taxpayers. NEBA’s board
voted to contribute $500 to
CPTR to help promote the call
for action. The huge turnout at

the commission meeting was the
result. Jerrell Lowery of the
NEBA board spoke for our asso-
ciation at arally of protestors on
the courthouse grounds before
the commission meeting.

The tax reduction was the
latest in a series of NEBA suc-
cesses over time including block-
ing an ordinance to reduce cam-
paign contributions from outside
Leon County; abolition of impact
fees that hindered business
development and onerous restric-
tions on business signage.

At the time of thiswriting,
NEBA had declared its opposi-
tion to the proposed half-cent
sales tax increase to finance
indigent health care. Objection
was based not on denying unin-
sured citizens of treatment, but
on the method of financing it.
The measure, which was on the
November 7 election ballot,
would generate $18 million and
give Leon County the highest
sales tax rate in Florida at 8
percent. Thiswould cap us out
on legidatively controlled sales
taxes, meaning no more such
taxes could be levied in the

future for infrastructure, envi-
ronmental or other essentials
benefitting the entire commu-
nity. Further, the proposed
increase was concocted so
rapidly, and the organization to
implement it so convoluted,
that no one can guarantee it
would produce intended results.

The county took $150,000 of
our tax dollars for an intense
program to promote passage of
this tax increase. Unfortunately,
opponents like NEBA had no
such resources. Isn't it a testi-
mony to government ethics
when a county commission can
rip off taxpayers two ways —
yank money from their wallets
to finance tax increases?
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Farewell Message From The

President

All'l cansay is“Wow” what a
year thishasbeen. Onceagain,
your North East BusinessAsso-
ciation hasbeeninvolved with
everything from politiciansto
indigent health careand from
merging of law enforcement to
eminent domain.

Thishasbeenabusy year.
You can always count on pro-
vocative speakersand plenty of
audience participation! Atthese
meetingsour group hashadthe
opportunity tolearn about issues
that affect our community, busi-
nessesand families.

Just asareview, herewere
someof our topicsthislast year.
We had Sheriff Campbdll discuss-
ing themerger of theLeon
County Sheriff’sOfficeand
Tallahassee Police Department.
Patrick Dorsey, publisher of the
Democrat and Bob McClure
fromthe James Madison Institute
discussed Eminent Domain. Then
camethepolitics. Wefeatureda
discussionwithMayor John
Marksand Commission Chair Bill
Proctor. Forumed the candidates
running for City and County
Commission sedts. Raliedto
support areduction in property
assessment rateswhichresultedin
county commissionersreducing
therateto put $1.8 million of
anticipated tax collectionsback
into the pockets of property
owners. Lastly, wastheindigent
hedlth care salestax issue.

| do not believe anyone can say
that NEBA did notdoit’spartin
the opposition of thissalestax.
Our emphasi sfromthebeginning
wastoinform our membersaswell
asotherswhat thishealth care
issuewas about, thelack of aplan
onthe County’spart andto explain
thefactsasweknew them. Every-
oneontheNEBA board was
supportiveof thisand worked
tirelesdy to get thismessage out to
everyone.

NEBA will continuetobea
voicefor smdl busnesswhenit
comestoissuesaffectingus. Thisis
why wedtriveto provideinforma
tiveandinteresting programsat our
meetings. Thanksto Ted Thomas
for bringing usour guest speakers
andtoadl of youfor making our
peakersfed welcome (or some-
timesontheedgeof their seetsl)

Lastly, | would liketo thank
my fellow Officersand Board of
Directorsfor their dedicationand
hard work thisyear. They have
made my job easier and have kept
NEBA inthe spotlight asapro-
gressiveinformativeassociation. |
ask for your continued support of
next year’sPresdent, Rich
Blankenship. Your support of me
thisyear iswell appreciated and |
can't thank you enough. | enjoy
meeting and talking with many of
you eachmonth. | certainly will
look forwardto seeing you at
futuremonthly meetingsthis
coming year.




ComeJoin UsAt The NEBA

Holiday Party

NEBA President Nancy Burns
wouldliketoinviteal NEBA
memberstotheNEBA holiday party
on December 12, from 6 PM. - 8
PM. Itwill beheldinlieuof our
monthly meeting a Lucy Ho's, and
will beheld at Another Broken Egg
Restaurant 3500 KinhegaDr.

Thereisno chargeexcept for a
new unwrapped toy for the Toysfor
Totsprogram. Thevaueisyour
decison. NEBA supportsthe Toys
for Totsprogram and welook
forwardto seeing you at the party.

ABOUT TOYSFORTOTS
Toysfor Totsisthe Marine
Corps’ premier community action

program, one of the nation’s
flagship charitable endeavors, an
Americantradition and anational
treasure. For 51 years, Marines
have been the unchallenged
leadersin looking after needy
children at Christmas. The Toys
for Tots message of hopefor the
future has motivated youngsters
to grow into responsible, produc-
tive, patriotic citizensand com-

munity leaders. Toysfor Totshas
earned the distinction asapro-
gramwhich playsanimportant
rolein helping youngstersemerge
from abackground of poverty to
adulthood as assetsto society.
Toysfor Totsnot only benefits
children, but also hasapositive
impact on communities, on
businesses- largeand small, on
the Marine Corpsand on the
nation. Toysfor Totsisone
vehiclefor addressing theissue of
poverty among children.

Wor kplace I dentity Theft

I syour Company Exposing You
toan Identity Thief?

Bdow areafew questionsbusness
ownersshould congder:

* Doesyour company conduct a
crimind or avil background check
beforehiringemployesswhowill
haveaccessto persond identifying
informationand screenscdeaning
services, temp servicesand contrac-
tors?

*Doesyour company provide

Cross-cut paper shreddersat each
workstation or cash register areafor
thedisposd of credit carddips,
sengdtivedataor prescriptionforms?

*Doesyour company “wipe’
eectronicfiles, destroy computer
diskettesand CD-ROMsand
properly removeany datafrom
computersbeforedisposa?

*Doesyour company usean
dternatenumber ingtead of aSocia
Security Number for employee,
client, cusomer ID numbers?

* Doesyour company haveapolicy
of never sdling or sharing dataabout
employeesor cusomer?

*Doesyour company keepdl
persond dataabout employeesand
customersinlocked cabinets?

*Doesyour company place photos
onemployeeidentification badgesfor
better i dentifi cation and security?

For moreinformation on
Workplaceldentity Theft visit
WwWw.privacyrights.org
Sour ce: Privacy RightsClearinghouse

Farewell President Nancy Burns

With the start of 2007, wewill
bewelcoming anew President to
NEBA. Wewishto thank the
outgoing President, Nancy Burns
for her many contributionsto

NEBA thisyear. Shehassuc-
ceeded in maintaining atop notch
association and amembership of
over 100 businesses.

We wish you thebestinyour

endeavorsand look forward to
working with you ontheboard
next year.

From the 2006 Officers and
Board of Directors
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Ca endar

NEBA meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at Lucy Ho’s-

1700 Halstead Blvd.
from 1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

November 14- Fairwell to Com-

Officers and Directors

Don’'t missthe January 9th, 2007 meeting, when
NEBA memberswill vote onthefollowing
proposed date:

Officers:

President- Rich Blankenship
President Elect- Bill Moore
Secretary- Carolyn Pippenger
Treasurer- Mark Trafton

N\

missioner Tony Grippa. Directors:

_ Scott Hunt Ted Thomas
zectim bBer }(2' ';O"dsy Ft>arty- t Peggy Munroe Jim Ashlock

notherwroxen £gg restadrant- Jerrell Lowery Maureen Thompson
3500 Kinhega Dr.- 6pm- 8pm-
o Stephen Hogge CoraAnn Chapman
admission- one toy .
Ben Graybar Past President- Nancy Burns
January 9- Robin Safley- co-host
of “The Usual Suspects” talk show
s/
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