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Great SpeakersAreWhat The NEBA Meetings

AreAll About

FEBRUARY MEETING

Patrick Dorsey , the new
publisher for the Tallahassee
Democrat, wasthefestured
speaker at the February 14, 2006,
North East BusinessAssociation
luncheon meeting. Mr. Dorsey took
over aspublisher for the Democrat
inAugust of 2005. “Makingan
impact on our Tal lahassee commu-
nity” wastherefrain of his30
minute speech. Time, money and
enthusiasm were underscored ashe
directed hiscommentsabout the
qudity of production, improved
morale, advancesintechnology and
the enhanced on-line,
Talahassee.com.

The Tallahassee Democrat,
formerly under theinternationa
conglomerate of Knight-Ridder
Corporationisnow owned by the
Gannet Corporation. The Gannet
Corp. (amid-sized company in
comparisonto Knight-Ridder) sees
that itsmarket product islocal
newsthat affectsthecommunitiesin
which the paper operates. Mr.
Dorsey statesemphatically “ That
eventhought agreater emphasisis
placedintheloca market, it will

not curtail its Stateand National
newscoverage.”

Citizen’'scommitteeshaveand
will continuetointerfacewiththe
staff of theDemocrat. “The
editorial board will bemore
reflective of thecommunity while
not compromisingjourndigtic
independence’, said Mr. Dorsey.
Themesmerized NEBA audience
wasdelighted to hear that Gannet
Corp & Dorsey were conserva
tiveswhen it cametotheaffairsof
local businesses. Hiswell pre-
pared speechended witha“Q &
A” session.

MARCH MEETING

The guest speaker for the
Northeast BusinessAssociation
March 14, 2006, meeting was
Leon County Sheriff, Larry
Cambell. Histopic wastheneed
for amerger of the Tallahassee
Police Department and the Leon
County Sheriff’sOffice Communi-
cations Sections. The Sheriff
stated emphatically that “ If some-
thingisn't done, Leon County
would bevulnerabletothesame
problemsthat faced New Orleans

if amgjor catastrophe hitsthe
county.” Mr. Campbell darmed
themesetingwiththerevelation that
abreakdown of communications
coupled withapower struggleat
theadminigtrativeleve could have
direconsequencesinsuchan
event. “Such problemsoccur
every day” heproclaimed. The
budget discrepanciesbetween
policeand sheriffshavecreated a
Stuation wherethe Sheriff’sOffice
carriesmore of the burdensof law
enforcement thanthe Tallahassee
Police Department whilereceiving
proportionately asmaller share of
the budgeted revenues.

Sheriff Campbell was careful

Please see“ SHERIFF” on page 2
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“SHERIFF” from front page

not toimpugn therank andfile of
either law enforcement agency
for thefailuresbut stated that
“Our problemiswiththejurisdic-
tiona and political sdeof the
equation.” The Sheriff wasquick
to point out that the Sheriff’sown
sudiesindicatethat onemillion
dollarsof savingswould occur if
the* consolidation of communica
tions alonewereimplemented.

In 1980, the Tallahassee
Police Department wasrespon-
sblefor 21.8 squaremilesand
now in 2006, 101.9 square miles.
With'* consolidation” andthe
lessons|earned from other
jurisdictions, abetter and leaner
law enforcement agency would
serveLeon County. Mr. Cambell
stated that “ consolidationis
occurring defacto through
aggressveannexation without the
votershaving their voicesheard.”
Thevotersneed to understand
that thecity isannexing somuch
of the county that the voter will
not haveasay astowhoisgoing
torunlaw enforcementinthe
community. Thisannexation
process showsno signsof slow-
ing.

Lastly, hestressed that thisis
not about the Sheriff or the Chief;
thisisabout Public Safety and the
need for one coordinated effort.
NEBA membersand guestswere
greatly troubled after hearing from
Sheriff Larry Cambell.

Note: Sincethismeseting, the
Sheriff hasgonebeforetheLeon
County Board of Commissioners

to ask themto alow our votersto
decidewhether to mergelaw
enforcement and under whose
leadership.

He also discussed that theright
tovoteisthereal issue. Whenitsa
topic that createsthis much com-
munication and discussion, wemust
serveour citizensby giving them
the opportunity to makethe
decision. Hestated heisnot afraid
of theanswer wewill receivefrom
thecitizensif they voteonthis
issue.

Hislast statement to the Com-
missonwas“Putittothe
people...let them makethedeci-
siononamerger of the Tallahassee
Police Department andtheL eon
County Sheriff’sOffice. The
citizenswereinformed and edu-
cated when they made the deci-
sionstoelect each of us, they are
asoinformed and educated and
apparently fromwhat they tell me,
they want to makethedecisionto
voteonthisissueof great impor-
tance.

Therequest to put thison the
ballot passed 5to 2 vote by the
commissionto go ahead and they
would present it to the City Com-
missionfor their voteand decison
onthisissue.

Aseveryonecan see, thisis
going to beahot topicfor the next
few months. County Chair William
Proctor and Mayor John Marks
should be prepared for theApril
13, 2006 general luncheon meet-
ing. Itcould proveto bevery
informative! The*consolidation
guestion” issureto bequeried -
How dothey stand?
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OPINION:

Taking Inventory

Brian Rowland
Publisher -
Tallahassee M agazine

Thisisa portion of an
article taken from “ Talla-
hassee Magazine”. Mr.
Rowland is speaking
about the Tallahassee and
surrounding market
areas. Heisreferring to
all or our marketsin the
panhandle region.

All of our market have
common denominators: They
areareas of dynamic growth,
inhabited by a core of entre-
preneurial visionarieswho are
grasping the many opportuni-
tiesthat comewith adevelop-
ing marketplace.

What can | say about
Tallahasee? Look around
folks-- thetown isexploding.
Thereisvery littleland avail-
ableinside Capital Circle.
Downtown finally ison theway
to reaching its goal of becom-
ing an 18-hour economy.

We have cultural opportuni-
tiesand anincredible array of
recreational facilities. Some of
theworld’sbest beachesare
withintwo hours. Eco-tourism
will be adestination business

for the market with so much
state and federally protected
land along theriversand estu-
aries. We have great schooals,
collegesand universitiesand
lots of interesting things to do
and see.

| see Rick Kearney making
big andinnovativethings
happen at Summit East. | see
Lucas Hewett and hisinterna-
tional GVA Advantisteam
courtingand bringinginbig,
clean businessto Tallahassee.
And | see Robert Parrish
continueto build and create the
space for the corporate and
retail infrastructure.

Butwhat'smissing? A
growing foundation of big
businessto employ people and
to become contributors to our
social, cultural and economic
infrastructure.

| have akeen understanding
of the“sales’ processinwhich
thefoundation isbased on
supply and demand. Northwest
Floridahasastrong list of
supply assets as mentioned
above- and whenyou add land
inventory, theweather and
absence of state incometax, it
creates a package for relocat-
ing firms. My concernisthat
wedon't “givethefarm away”
In an anxious moment to close

thededl.

| applaud our city leaders
for demanding to know exactly
what the return on investment
would befor the Canadian
company that wasgoing to
bring amere 150 jobsto town-
and asking for the moon to do
so. | hopethelocal Economic
Devel opment Council negoti-
atesagood “sale” and becomes
aproducer for our economic
base.

How about the playersinthe
community doing somebig
things? We might consider
offering them some tax breaks-
or streamlining their expansion
plansand the permitting pro-
cess. Growing fromwithin
most certainly isagood show
of faithto individualswho have
bee paying taxes, employing
our residents, supporting our
charitiesand youth teamsand
just plain being good corporate
citizens.

So welcometo 2006. Let's
think positively about the
opportunitieswe have and the
challengeswe can overcome.
Changeishereand thosewho
embraceit and adapt can flour-
ish. Thosewho don’t will be
left behind.
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NEBA meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at Lucy Ho’s-

1700 Halstead Blvd.
from 1:00 p.m.- 2:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

April 13- Mayor John Marks and
County Chair Bill Proctor

May 9- Bob McClure/James
Madison Institute- Emminent
Domain

June/July/ August- Candidate
forums- TBA
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Business Tips

Printing Donated By:

Capital Business Systems
Copiers* Engineering* Printers* Fax
Matt Brown
Account/Engineer Consultant

2777 Miccosukee Road
Tallahassee, FL. 32308
Sales: (850)385-1772

Fax: (850) 385-0087 ¥ Xerox
Toll Free:(888)385-1773 k. Authorized
Service: (800) 821-2797 : Sales Agent

m.brown@chbsrx.com

Speaker Gifts/Door Prizes Donated By:

Richard Yood, MAS
Consultant

Ph:850-222-7755 * Fax: 850-222-2266
1734 Thomasville Rd. * Tallahassee, FL 32303
info@thepromodeli.com * www.thepromodeli.com

North East BusinessAssociation
c/o0 2791 Capital CircleN.E.
Tallahassee, Fl. 32308
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