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President’s Cor ner

From Will Messer:

Astheyeariscomingtoa
close, our businessassociationis
charging forward with great
strength. We continueto meet for
monthly luncheonsand bring up
important issuesthat affect al
smdl businesses. Our goalsthis
past year have been accom-
plished in many areasand issues
such as: Citizensfor Consoli-
dated Electionswhenwetook a
bold stancefor creating consoli-
dated electionsand the Clean
Money Campaign brought forth
by acitizensgroup that greatly
diminishedtherolesmdl business
might haveonfuturedections.
Theeffortsof our board have
been successful and remarkable.

We have challenged the city
and county commissionsandthe
school board. We reminded each
member that NEBA expected
themto stand behind their
political promisesand better our
community.

Small businessesstanding
strong together are powerful!
TheNorth East BusinessAsso-
ciationisgrowingin numbersand
each member participant addsto
our strength. Your membership of
$35truly goesavery long way,

but your participationispriceless.

Itishasbeenaprivilegeto
Serveasyour associ ation presi-
dent thisyear. Without the help of
our board, we could not have
accomplished themany thingswe
originaly set forthto achieve. Ted
Thomashasbeen our program
chair and hasdone an excellent
job. Maureen Thompson has
been the voi ce of reason. Nancy
Burnshasbeen agreat secretary
and amode of the Sheriff’s
Office. BarbaraClementskept
our financesgtraight. Rich, Angie,
Scott, Alan, Kurt, imand Kevin
weighedinon volunteer efforts
that cannot bementionedinso
few words. And lastly, Peggy has
onceagain shownthat hell hath
nowrathlikeasmall business
woman scorned. | have enjoyed
all of theboard conversations
and monthly meetings. Wearea
thriving associ ation because of
theindividua effortsof our
group.

Asmy last newsletter, |
cannot thank all of you enough. |
look forward to seeing everyone
at our Christmas Party December
14th. Don'tforget tobringa
“Toy for Tots’ gift. Seeyou dl at
the next luncheon and keep
fightingfor small business.

THANKS!

The North East BusinessAssociation sends our deepest appre-
ciationto outgoing Board MembersAlan Null and Kevin Tutenfor
their contributionsand servicetothe NEBA.
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Join UsAt At The NEBA
Holiday Party

NEBA President Will Messer
wouldliketoinviteal NEBA
memberstotheNEBA holiday
party on December 14, from 6
PM.-8PM. Itwill behddinlieu
of our monthly meeting a L ucy
Ho's, andwill beheldat Will
Messer’shome, 4052 Kilmartin
Drive. Thereisnochargeexcept  |eadersin looking after needy

for anew unwrappedtoy for the children at Christmas. The Toys
Toysfor Totsprogram. Thevaueis  for Tots message of hopefor the
your decision. NEBA supportsthe  future has motivated youngstersto
Toysfor Totsprogramandwelook  grow into responsible, productive,
forwardtosedingyouathepaty.  patriotic citizensand community

ABOUT TOYSFORTOTS
Toysfor Totsisthe Marine
Corps’ premier community action

program, one of the nation’s
flagship charitable endeavors, an
American tradition and anational
treasure. For 51 years, Marines
have been the unchallenged

leaders. Toysfor Tots has earned
thedistinction asaprogram
which playsanimportant rolein
helping youngstersemergefroma
background of poverty to adult-
hood as assetsto society. Toys
for Tots not only benefits chil-
dren, but also hasapositive
Impact on communities, on
businesses- largeand small, on
the Marine Corpsand on the
nation. Toysfor Totsisone
vehiclefor addressing theissue of
poverty among children.

Farewell President Will M esser

With the start of 2005, wewill bewelcoming anew President to
NEBA. Wewish to thank the outgoing President, Will Messer, for his
many contributionsto NEBA thisyear. Hehassucceeded in maintain-
ing atop notch association and amembership of over 100 businesses.
Hehasmet severa of hisgoassuch asidentifying how local govern-
ment representssmall businesses, examining positions on consolida
tion and getting to the bottom of why city commission electionsdo
not coordinate with the November general election.

We wish you the best in your endeavorsand ook forward to work-
ing with you onthe board next year.

From the 2004 Officers and Board of Directors

Monthly MegtingsArelnformative

2005 NEBA
Officers and
Directors

Don’'t missthe January 11th,
2005 meeting, when NEBA mem-
berswill vote onthefollowing
proposed date:

Officers:

President- Maureen Thompson
President Elect- Nancy Burns
Secretary- Rich Blankenship
Treasurer- BarbaraClements

Directors:

If you have missed the | ast Wetry to keep our speakers Kurt Tellers
two meetings, you havemissed  interestingandinformative. If you Will Messer
someinteresting and informative  would liketo request aspecific AngieHearle
speakers. We have been de- speaker to address our membership | Scott Hunt
lightfully enlightened by Mary at ameeting or areawareof some- | Ted Thomas
AnnLindley fromtheTalahass  onewhowould bewilling to speak Peggy Munroe
seeDemocrat and Dr. Bill Law  onaninterestingtopic or issue, JmAshlock
from Tallahassee Community please contact Ted Thomasat 545- | Jerrell Lowery
College. 1241. Bill Moore
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Caendar

NEBA meetings are held on the
second Tuesday of each month
at Lucy Ho’s- 1700 Halstead
Blvd. from 1:00 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

December 14- Holiday Party- 6-8
p.m.-Will Messer's Home- 4052
Kilmartin Dr. (off of Shamrock
East) - Bring a toy for admission.

January 11- Ed Depuy- County
Commissioner at large

February 15- Jim Davis and
Executive Director Kevin
McGorty from Blueprint 2000.
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Business Tips....

Doesthe Small Business A ssociation have business
grants?

No. The SBA doesnot provide grantsfor the purpose of
bus ness start-up or expansion.

How do| know if | qualify asasmall businessso| can
receive SBA assistance?

Approximately 95% of al businessesaredligiblefor SBA
assistance. Sizestandardsvary widely depending uponthe
industry; however, asagenerd rule, your businessiswithin
SBA szelimitsif itisinmanufacturing or wholesaingwith
fewer than 100 employeesor inretailing or servicewith
annual salesunder $5,000,000. To find out more about size
standards, call the SBA Officeof Size Standardsat (202)
205-6618.

Arethereany restrictionson thetypeof businessthat

can receivean SBA loan?
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Bring the necessary documentsand be prepared
to answer questionsabout your company. A
well-planned and organized presentation will be
animportant factor inthereview of your request
Dol haveto bedeclined by abank?

No, you do not haveto beturned down by a
lender to qualify for aloan guaranteed by the
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Your Retirement Contributions—Small Or Large—

Add Up

by: Alan R Null,
Waddell & Reed Senior
Financial Advisor

Gl

c/0 2762 Capita CircleN.E.
Mbliens  Tallahassee, FI. 32308

North East BusinessAssociation

Many people haveretirement
accountssuch asIRAsand
401(K) plans, but not everyone
takesfull advantageof them by
meaking themaximumannua
contributions. If you areone of
thefew who does, good for you.
If not, andif you' dliketo con-
tributethe maximum, but don’t
feel you can manageto set aside
that much, consider thisap-
proach: Increaseyour contribu-
tionsastep at atime. Intime,
you' [l bemaking themaximum
contribution and making better
useof your retirement accounts.

Every step makes a
difference

You might think you should
wait until you canmanagea
substantia increaseinyour
contribution amount beforeyou
actualy makethe change. How-
ever, any additiona amount you
can contribute, no matter how
modest, hasthe potential to make
aggnificant differenceinyour
retirement account’saccumulation
potentid.

Supposefor example, that you
presently contribute $1,000 per
year to an |RA that earnsahypo-
thetical 7 percent averageannual
return, and that your current IRA
balanceis$25,000. If you continue
contributing $1,000 annudly, your
account will grow to $134,278in
20 years. Now supposeyouin-
creaseyour contribution by just
$200 each year (whichislessthan
$17 per month), contributing
$1,200 thisyear, $1,400 next year,
and so on through the next 20 years,
by whichtimeyou would be con-
tributing $5,000 annualy. At theend
of 20 years, your account balance
would be $207,238.

Other bene€fits

M ost retirement accounts offer
tax advantages. Sothemoreyou
contribute, themoreyou may
benefit from thefavorabletax
treatment of your retirement ve-
hicles. Also, increasing contributions
may helpyou makeupfor losttime
if you started saving for retirement
relatively late, or if you seek to help
rebuild account balancesthat may
have been diminished duringthe
market strugglesof the past few
years.

Design your stepping
strategy

Whether your retirement is
around the corner or decades
away, themoreyou contribute
toward it now, themoreyou may
help enhanceyour potential for a
financially comfortablefuture. For
information or assstancein
making retirement contributionsor
other aspectsof planning for
retirement, contact your financid
advisor.

(Footnotes) Investment is hypotheti-
cal and for illustrative purposed only.
Figures do not represent any actual
investment’s performanceor yield.
Figures are before taxes and transac-
tion costs, and assume reinvestment
of all earnings.
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