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President’s Cor ner

From Will Messer:

Only threemonthsinto the
New Year and dready your Board
has been very activeon your
behalf! We' ve had amost 100%
attendancea Board meetingsand
we' ve made great progressin
furtheringtheobjectivesof NEBA.

At the February Board meet-
ing, weaddressed issuesin our
community that NEBA should
support, thedefinition of member-
shipand our desiretolisten and
respond to members’ needs.

At our last monthly luncheon,
Ion Sancho spoke passionately
about hissupport for Citizensfor
Consolidated Electionsand their
drivetomoveCity dectionstothe
fdl (thussaving city taxpayers
$275,000). Thisisanissuethat
| personally strongly support and
| know that many of NEBA's
member businesseshavea so
contributed financidly to CCE's
efforts. | asked our Boardto
approvedonating $1,000to this
effort onbehaf of our members,
after muchdiscussontheBoard
narrowly supported giving $500
to CCE. Asagroup, NEBA's
membershave cong stently

supported voicing our opinion
about local politicsand | fedl that
thisdonationwill makeastrong
statement inthecommunity about
our beliefs.

Severd of our newer members
haveasked about thedefinition of
membershipwithin NEBA and
how many employeescanbelisted
as“members’ onour websteand
inother promotiond materias. The
Board voted to clarify membership
statusasfollows. thefeefor
membershipis$35; it appliesto
onelocation of abusinessand one
employeeat that location. Should
abusinesswith multiplelocations
wishto havedl locationslisted as
members, they would need to pay
$35 per location. NEBA members
may bring asmany co-workersas
they wish to monthly luncheons,
sinceall attendeespay thesame
price, regardiessof member status.

We have abusy political
season closinginonusandyou
can count on seeing incumbents
and challengersdikeat future
meetings.... So stay tuned and
pleasefed freeto email meyour
thoughtsand any ideasyou have
forissuesNEBA should be
involvedwith.

Note: Our New Meeting Time

or maureen@mediaoptionsinc.com. NEBA’snew meeting time dressed by our membersregard-
Pr FAX-850-395-4007 will befrom1:00pmto2:00pm  ingtheparking problemwewere
For additional information phone onthe SeC(_)nd T“@a)’ of each havingat L.ucy Ho's.
M aureen Thompson at 850-668-0948 or month. Thischangeisinre- Pleasearust your schedules. \We
Nancy Burnsat 850-922-3331 sponseto the concerns ad- look forward to seeing you there.
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TheNEBA WebgtelsBack Online

Great news! The NEBA
websiteisup and running again.
Specia thanksto Kevin Tuten
fromMobileNETS, Inc. for
returning our Sitetotheinformation
highway and for updating the
webpage.

By vistingwww.NEBAonlineorg
memberswill haveaccesstothe
Board of Directorsand their e-
mail contactinformation. The
membership applicationisaso
availableto download for non-
membersand the past bi-monthly

news etters have been added for
anyonewho may have missed one.

Inthefuture, wewill be posting
our memberse-mail and web
addressesasabonusfor being a
NEBA member. Thiswill bedone
inan effort to develop advertisng
and promotiona opportunitiesfor
our members.

Pleasefee freeto send any
suggestionsor commentsyou may
have onimprovingthesitetoKevin
Tuten at ktuten@mobilenets.net.

“TAXES’ from page one

on taxes, recordkeeping, ac-
counting practices, completing
Federal business and employ-
ment tax returns, and meeting
other Federal tax obligations,
thereishelp available. Much of
theassistanceisfree. The service
iscalled Small Business Tax
Education Program, or STEP.
You may go to the Tax Info For
Businesson the IRSweb site.
You can find out more about this
program for small business by
referring to Publication 1066,
Small Business Tax Workshop,
or Tax Topic 103, Small Busi-
ness Tax Education Program
(STEP).

What formsdo you usewhen
you have a small business?

Theannual incometax forms
that you would useto report you
businessactivity tothe IRS
would depend on the type of
entity you operate your business
under.

Sole Proprietor shipsuse Form
1040, Schedule C, Profit and
Lossfrom Business (Sole Propri-
etorship) or Form 1040, Schedule
C-EZ, Net Profit from Business
and Form 1040, Schedule SE,
Self-employment Tax.

Partner shipsuse Form 1065,
U.S. Partnership Return of In-
come and ScheduleK-1.
Corporationsuse Form 1120,
U.S. Corporation Income Tax
Return. S Corporations use Form
1120S, U.S. Income Tax Return
for an S Corporation.

Limited Liability Companies
use one of the choicesabove
according to their structure.

If you hired employeesto
work inyour business, if you are
liablefor excisetax, or heavy
highway vehicle usetax, other
formsand publicationswould
comeinto play.

Contact the Internal Revenuefor
further information.

New Members
Spotlight

TheNorth East Business
Associationwouldliketo
welcomethefollowing new
members.

Sandra Cartee (Sandy)
Prudential Fezler & Russdll Redl
Edate

1319 Peacefiled Place
Tallahassee, FL 32308

phone 385-4646

fax 531-0207

e-mail sandracartee@earthlink.net

Jerrel Lowery

Jerrell Lowery Statefarm
Insurance

926-3 W Tharpe St

Tallahassee, FL 32303

phone 850-385-1601

fax 385-0118

e-mal
jerrel.lowery.bxko@statefarm.com

Mark Trafton IV
Blue Chip Redlty

7769 Maclean Rd
Tallahassee, FL 32312
850-671-3721

fax 850-671-5926
marktraftond@comcast .net
www.marktrafton.com

THANKS!

A most gracious THANK
Y OU to Matt Brown of Capital
BusinessSystemsfor printing the
NEBA Newsl ettersasadonation
totheNorth East Business
Association.
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Caendar

NEBA meetings are held on
the second Tuesday of
each month at Lucy Ho’s
1700 Halstead Blvd.
from 11:45a.m.- 1:00 p.m.
Cost is $9.00 per person

March 9- A discussion round
table. This is your opportunity to
let the NEBA Board know what
you want (or don’t want!) NEBA
to do for businesses in the
coming year.

April 13- Congressman Alan
Boyd will update us on the 2004
Federal legislation.

May 11- Tom Tomasi of the
Tallahassee Democrat will
present the latest demographics
for Leon and surrounding coun-
ties.

June 8, July 13 and August
10- TBA-Political panel forums.

S
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Business Tips....

What does marketing involve?

Marketingisyour most important organizing tool. Therearefour

basi c aspectsof marketing, often calledthe“four P's’:
Product: Theitem or serviceyou sll.
Price: Theamount you chargefor your product or service.
Promote: Thewaysyouinform your market asto who, what
and whereyou are.
Provide: Thechannelsyou useto takethe product tothe
custome.

Asyou can see, marketing encompasses much morethan just
advertisng or selling. For example, amajor part of marketing
involvesresearching your customers. What do they want?What can
they afford?What do they think?Your understanding and applica-
tion of the answersto such questionsplay amajor rolein the success
or fallureof your business.

What ismy market potential?

The principlesof determining market share and market potential
arethesamefor al geographic areas. First determineacustomer
profile (who) and the geographic size of themarket (how many).
Thisisthegenera market potential. Knowing the number and
strength of your competitors (and then estimating the share of
bus nessyou will takefrom them) will giveyou the market potential
specifictoyour enterprise.
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Sheriff Campbell Discussed The New Emergency
Medical Services Provided to Leon County

NEBA'’ Sguest speaker for the  systemisimproved. Technology is

February meeting was Sheriff
Larry Campbell and the Emer-
gency Medical ServicesChief

Dan Moynihan. Hediscussed the

newly formed Emergency Medi-
cal Servicesbeing provided by
Leon County.

On December 31, 2003,
Leon County began providing
EM Sservicescounty-widewith
dispatch provided by the Leon
County Sheriff’sOffice (LCSO).
Inthefirst month of operation,
morethan 3,000 callscameinto
the LCSO 911 center. Leon
County Emergency Medica
Service (LCEMS) responded to
2,083 cdlsin January, arriving at
the sceneinlessthan 13 minutes,
approximately 90% of thetime.

“The numbers show our

allowing LCSO dispatchersto get
the 911 information to themedicsin
thefieldwho are closest to the
emergency. Thisisreducing our
responsetimesso our citizenscan
get theemergency carethey need,
whenthey needit,” Sheriff Larry
Campbell said.

The LCEM S Department in
partnership with the Leon County
Sheriff’sOffice continuestoim-
provetheamount of timeit takesfor
an ambulanceto respondtoan
emergency.

L CSO digpatcherstakethe 911
cdlsand providelife-savinginstruc-
tionsover the phonewhiledispatch-
ing theambulanceto the scene. The
Computer Aided Dispatch, or
CAD, helpspin point thelocation of
theemergency using aGeographic

Information System. Inaddition,
LCEMSdsoutilizesaSystem
Status M anagement concept,
providing for expanded coverage.

EMS Chief Dan Moynihan said,
“We have our ambulances strategi-
caly placed county-wide. Our
paramedicsand emergency medical
techniciansareintheir ambulances
waiting to be dispatched. They put
their truck into gear and areontheir
way. Inthe several weekswe have
beeninoperation, wehaveseena
sgnificant reductionintheamount
of timeit takesto get to an emer-
gency scene’.

For moreinformation visit
www.|eoncountyfl.gov tolearn
more about Leon County’'sEMS

Department.

It’sTax Timel

Itisthat time of year when

businessesmust start gathering all

records, accounting information
andformsto fileincometaxes.

Following aresomebrief tax tips

that apply to small businesses.
For further informationyou may
visittheIRSweb pageat http://
www.irs.gov/fags/fagl2.html.

Therearemany questionsanswered
onthissteregarding small business
andincometax filing.

| am gartingasmall business.
What assstance can IRS give me?

If you arestarting or already havea
smdl businessand need information
Please see“ TAXES’ on page 3
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